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was indeed fortunate for me that I had already been promoted to
Captain when all this occurred.

The Venus was a second-class cruiser serving in the Atlantic
Fleet, under the command of Vice-Admiral the Hon. Sir Assheton
Curzon Howe, and later Prince Louis of Battenberg. I had a
very happy time in the Venus^ which came to an end in the
autumn of 1910. Normally, after a spell of half-pay, I would
probably have been given the command of an armoured cruiser,
but in the meantime the naval manoeuvres carried out that
summer altered the \v&ole course of my career.

These were of peculiar interest. The Red Fleet under the
command of Admiral Sir William May, Commander-in-Chief
Home Fleet, consisted of 23 battleships, armoured cruisers, light
cruisers, destroyers, Submarine Z?r, and some torpedo boats and
submarines for local defence.

The Blue Fleet was under the command of Sir Edmund Poe,
the Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean Station, who had come
home with practically the whole of his fleet, which was augmented
by the Atlantic Fleet under the command of Prince Louis of
Battenberg. The battleships only numbered 15 and the armoured
cruisers and destroyers were numerically considerably weaker
than those of the Red Fleet.

The Blue Fleet was based on the West Coast of Scotland. By
dint of shutting off certain waters, and a little imagination, the
area was ingeniously turned into a very fair geographical
reproduction of the Heligoland Bight. The Kiel Canal was
reproduced by the Sound of Mull, and vessels passing through
it were subjected to the same restrictions, as to numbers entering
and time of passage, as vessels passing between Kiel and
Wilhelmshaven. Of course no reference was made to this in
any orders or reports, and it was not supposed to be generally
known in the fleet, that the manoeuvres were designed to test
our dispositions for a war with Germany, and the close blockade
of the Heligoland Bight; but it can hardly have escaped the
notice of any student of war.

I was fortunate enough to be given command of the light
cruisers, scouts, destroyers and some Admiralty colliers represent-
ing transports, based on Gigha Island with instructions to be
ready to carry out a raid on Red territory on the south side of the
Bristol Channel, when ordered to sail. The remaining light